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We're not your mom, and we're not going to get into the middle of a morals debate on software piracy and if it's really stealing. But we can give you a couple of really good reasons not to download a pirated copy of a paid app.Yup. Malware. Most of what you hear about malware on Android phones is sensationalism designed to make you click a link.
Much of it is proof-of-concept work that never will see the wild. Finding an exploit and distributing that exploit are two very different things. But it does happen, and almost all of it happens to people who download apps that didn't come from Google Play.Taking an Android app and opening it up so you can edit things — like removing a license check
— is simple and the tools are readily available. So are countless tutorials about using those tools. That makes it easy for almost anyone to drop other code into an app. But almost anything you could do to an app will make Google Play's Bouncer — an automated tool that checks the integrity of every app in Google Play and can tell if bad things are
inside — trigger and block the app so nobody can see it or download it. That's what keeps Google Play the safest place to get Android apps.Google's Bouncer will keep you safe almost all the time. Is "almost" good enough for you?Bouncer will also scan apps on your phone you didn't download from Google Play if you let it — you'll see it ask you the first
time you sideload something. This keeps almost all the malware you read about in check and away from your phone. But the whole thing is a game of cat and mouse between Bouncer and some really smart people who want to do things they shouldn't be doing to your phone. All these people need is for you to download the altered apps and the easiest
way to do it is to entice you with something you can't have or something that you're getting for free instead of paying 99-cents for. Everyone likes free stuff.Smart people at Google are at war with smart people who want to put malware on your phone and neither side can ever win.When Google picks up on one way of doing things, those bad people
start using another. It almost sounds like a James Bond villain at work, but when you consider that about a gazillion people downloaded pirated software last year (and will this year) it's not hard to see why this can be lucrative for the right ones.There's one easy way to keep your phone from being part of some malware statistic you hear about online
— download your apps from Google Play. If you're supposed to pay for an app or a chest of 100 gold coins, pay for them. Chances are that the 99-cents you're paying are a lot less than your bill would be with midnight text messages to a country you've never been to and don't know anyone in.App piracy on Android has real-life repercussionsApp piracy
makes baby Mario cry and Nintendo publish for the iPhone first. Deserving or not, the Android platform and its users has a bad reputation with many developers and software publishers. Take Nintendo, which has this to say about Super Mario Run:For us, we view our software as being a very important asset for us. And also for consumers who are
purchasing the game, we want to make sure that we're able to offer it to them in a way that the software is secure, and that they're able to play it in a stable environment.We wanted to be able to leverage that network connection with all three of the Super Mario Run modes to keep all of the modes functioning together and offering the game in a way
that keeps the software secure. This is something that we want to continue to work on as we continue to develop the game.But actually, the security element is one of the reasons that we decided to go with iPhone and iOS first. So this is just — based on the current development environment — a requirement that's been built into the game to support
security and the fact that the three different modes are connecting to the network and interacting with one another.The emphasis there (in bold) is mine.In that slew of words, one of the things they are saying is that iOS is safer for them because on Android their game would be yanked off of phones that can use it and passed around to everyone with
Nintendo having no say in its distribution. And they are 100% correct. It's getting passed around on iPhones, too, but it's not nearly as easy to do on iOS so the piracy numbers are tiny compared to what will happen when they release it for Android. They know this, I know this, and you know this. Any software that arrives or update that comes is
available to everyone about an hour after it's been released. Even if it's free software, that's piracy. And it doesn't matter that most people aren't doing it because millions and millions of people are.Developers fight piracy on all platforms, but some make it easier to do than others.This isn't a new thing. A long time ago it was hard to find an Android
device that could install Netflix unless you pirated it. A casual conversation with a developer on the project told me why — because the same day they released a Netflix app for Android as a test with known hardware, the app was available for everyone to sideload. That wrecked their methods of testing for best performance and soured them on the
entire platform. Spending a lot of time and money then seeing it all go to crap because we had to have something right now and had the means to pirate it can do that. Those developers didn't blame you if you pirated Netflix. They blamed Google for not caring and giving them tools to protect their "property" like Apple does and locking Android
down.Every time you pirate a paid app, you make this problem worse. You don't have to care, you won't ever get into trouble and you can get in the comments of this post and act all indignant about it. That doesn't change anything.One person can't change a statistic but we all can still do our part to fix a serious problem for Android app developers:
Piracy.If you're ever in a room full of mobile app developers, ask them. Find out how much money they make from their Android apps and if piracy is a problem. They'll tell you. And most of them would also tell you they wish Android was more locked up like iOS because of it. Since that probably isn't going to happen in any meaningful way, they will
just stay discouraged. They aren't as discouraged with piracy on iOS and can make more money coding apps for iOS. You do the math there and figure out what that means when it's time to build the next great app.You and me not pirating one app isn't going to change anything. But it means we're not part of the problem. The same thing goes if
10,000 of us stop doing it or 100,000 of us. There are a lot of Android users. But it has to start somewhere, right? ($2.99)We know, Photoshopping an iPhone pic just so you can post it on Instagram is a bit much. But FaceTune offers an impressive suite of editing tools—no computer necessary. You can smooth complexions, make zits disappear, correct
red eye, and brighten teeth so fast, it's hardly high-maintenance.Available for iPhone, Android, and Windows Phone(Free)According to an allure.com poll, 38 percent of women have too many products to count in their makeup bag. Enter this app, which keeps track of not only your mascaras, lipsticks, and bronzers, but all of your skin- and hair-care
products, too. It stores info, like when you bought an item and how full it is, then anticipates when you're running low. It sends you a reminder to refill, and when it's time, you can purchase a replacement within the app through retailers including Soap.com, Sephora, Saks, and Walmart. And if that wasn't enough, the app pulls in coverage from more
than 30 magazines and blogs—allure.com included—so you never have to miss a new product review.Available for iPhone($2.99)This app is the ticket for beauty addicts shopping on a budget, pairing splurge-worthy products with cheaper drugstore versions. It's not perfect (the search function is pretty bare-bones, so we prefer to scroll through the
app's individual category lists), but it puts inexpensive product recommendations for hair, makeup, skin, nails, and tools all in one place.Available for iPhone(Free)Ever wonder what you'd look like as a blonde? Modiface has the answer. Unlike some try-it-on apps, this one doesn't just drop a lame overlay of a preconfigured hairstyle on top of your
photo; it actually changes the hair color in the image that you import. It's easy, too: Just upload a selfie, trace your hairstyle with your finger (so the app knows where to apply your chosen shade), and pick from one of the 30 blonde, brown, and red hair-color options. Download the premium version to unlock 20 more shades.Available for iPhone,
Android, and Windows Phone Apps that can make you money? It sounds too good to be true, but moneymaking apps do actually exist. While these apps won’t make you rich, they can earn you some respectable pocket money or pay for your monthly mobile phone bill. From market research apps to mobile advertising apps to sharing economy apps, you
can download one or many of these moneymaking apps on your smartphone for you to engage with as you commute or have some downtime. After all, every dollar counts. Something to keep in mind is that among research market moneymaking apps, be wary of potential scams that ask for a fee to register (stay away) or over-exaggerate the potential
earnings. Look at the app ratings and read the user reviews. You can also check with the Better Business Bureau to see the business’s rating and any registered complaints. Here are 10 ways to make money using apps. Related: How to Make Money Consistently With Your App Without Annoying Ads The Money App (available for iOS and Android) is a
market research app that earns you rewards for completing tasks, which include offering opinions, playing games, checking store displays, mystery shopping, testing services and participating in free trials. You open an account on the Money App and start completing tasks to accumulate rewards, which you can, in turn, redeem for cash using a
PayPal account. The beauty of this app is that you can get paid within two to three working days of redeeming rewards -- which is unusual in the world of market research apps that typically pay once a month or don’t offer cash rewards at all. What’s more, the app scores highly (4.8 out of 5) on both Google Play and iTunes. One reviewer wrote: “I got
my first 10 dollars within 5 days. That’s pretty good for not getting up off the couch.” Couch potatoes, rejoice; you now have options. Related: 13 Easy Investing Apps and Websites for Millennials iPollThe iPoll app (available for iOS and Android) is a customized market research app that allows you to earn money through taking market surveys, writing
down diaries (of dairy consumption over three days, for example) and completing missions around retail (e.g. going to the grocery store). You register and are asked some basic information, such as your preferences and consumer habits, to determine your fit for missions, and then you receive alerts when there are new missions available based on
your preferences and location. The beauty of this particular market research app is that it’s customized, so you get alerts for tasks and missions that are suited to your interests and what you may actually enjoy. Users like iPoll, too: It’s rated 4 out of 5 stars on iTunes -- and less glowing 3.1 out of 5 on Google Play. One reviewer wrote, “I like that
there's usually not any technical difficulties or ‘glitches’...and that the selection of topics are interesting and fun. ... Most of the time, surveys [are] easy to start and complete; also they're not exceedingly long!” For each survey, mission or diary completed, you earn rewards that can be redeemed for gift cards, or you can cash out using PayPal. You
need only have accrued $10 to do so. Another perk: You're automatically entered into a quarterly sweepstakes to win $10,000 in cash. Related: 8 Ways to Make Money While You Sleep Foap is a moneymaking app (available for iOS and Android) that allows both professional and amateur photographers to make extra money selling photos taken on a
smartphone. It’s pretty genius. Basically, it’s a crowdsourcing platform for brands and advertising and marketing agencies to find and purchase images from Foap’s registry of more than 2.5 million photographers around the world. You register an account, upload your high-quality photos with clear tags, and the photos get rated by the registered
community -- the higher the rating, the higher the photo’s visibility. For each sale, you earn $5, and you can earn up to $100 per sale. There are also "missions," where brands and agencies will make specific requests for images. And recently, those missions have expanded to include videos. The app is well-rated on both iTunes (4.3 out of 5)

and Google Play (3.8 out of 5). One reviewer wrote: “I love this app! It's entertaining, a new place to share my photos and I have the opportunity to earn money from them.” Related: 15 Money-Saving Apps for People Tired of Being Nickle-and-Dimed Fluid MarketNot everyone has a vehicle, and many of us own vehicles that sit idle for the majority of
days. Good news: This sharing economy app, Fluid Market (available for iOS and Android), allows you to rent out your cargo van, box truck, pickup truck, car and/or SUV by the hour, day or week. According to the company’s website, you can make up to $24,000 per year by renting your truck on Fluid. You can also rent out your tools, such as drills,
saws, hedge trimmers, as well as items that fall into the “Other” category, which have included miscellaneous things, such as platform shoes, a rowboat and a tandem two-person bike. Users generally like the app. It’s rated 4.5 out of 5 on iTunes and 3.5 out of 5 on Google Play. One Fluid Market user said, “I love this app. I make money letting my
neighbors use items that just sit around my house. It’s so easy and I get peace of mind with the insurance.” The vehicle rental system is set up for convenience for both parties. You, the rentee, can set up a lockbox on your vehicle so you can rent out your car and not have to be present to hand over the keys. Related: 21 Low-Cost Ways to Make Money
from Home SwagbucksYou make money as soon as you sign up for Swagbucks (available for iOS and Android) with a $10 sign-up bonus. The boilerplate market research app allows you to accrue points by taking surveys, shopping online or playing games, things you can do as you wait in line or have some downtime on your commute. You can also
earn points watching videos. Swagbucks has been rated 4 out of 5 rating on both iTunes and Google Play. Perks for this app? Unlike other market research apps that aggregate third-party surveys, Swagbucks offers numerous opportunities for surveys, which leads to more opportunities to make cash. Do keep in mind that even though there are many
opportunities for surveys, you will be disqualified from doing some of them based on your demographics. Another perk is that you can redeem your points for gifts cards or cash back from PayPal (the cashing out threshold is 2,500 Swagbucks points, worth $25). Users, for the most part, like the app. One user wrote, “Great way to earn extra cash
during breaks at work or waiting for an appointment. Who doesn't have time for that? I use the points for Amazon gift cards and have cashed out several times in the last year to spoil myself.” Related: How to Make Money as a Stay-at-Home Mom SlidejoySlidejoy (available for Google Play) pays users for their lock screens. Once it’s installed on your
phone, you'll start seeing various ads featuring news or advertisers on your lock screen. You can swipe left to learn more, swipe up for additional ads or swipe right for the home screen. The good news is you earn passive income regardless of whether or not you engage with the ads -- just think about how many times a day you have to unlock your
phone. If you wanted to earn more, you could do other things in the app, such as surveys. You can choose to be paid via Square Cash or PayPal (select “normal” mode), or you can donate your earnings to charity. The catch is that when you first sign up, you have to wait approximately three months before you can cash out. After that, it’s a monthly
cash-out payment. It’s rated a highly respectable 4.3 out of 5 stars on Google Play, and one reviewer wrote about her experience: “Who doesn't love free money?! Four Stars only because they changed the cash-out options.” One downside: Slidejoy has a rather steep 20 percent cash-out fee. Related: 8 Great Time-Tracking Apps for Freelancers
Bookscouter“Great way of getting rid of books,” wrote one user of the Bookscouter app (available for iOS and Android). “I got $170 from selling four books. The highest buyer is automatically put at the top so you can get the most for your books. I will definitely use again.” The Bookscouter app allows you to earn money by selling your new and old
books. Once you download the app, it’s easy to register (using your email address or through Facebook or other social networks). Then, start scanning book barcodes (using your phone’s camera) and see an aggregation of buyback prices from book-buyers, with the highest buyer at the top. Shipping is free. Reviewers have given Bookscouter their
endorsements on iTunes (3.3 out of 5) and Google Play (3.9 out of 5). However, keep in mind, not all the books scanned will produce price codes and some of the offers to buy your books disappear when you follow up. However, as one reviewer said, “Getting paid even $15 for books I was going to give away seems worth it to me! Clear clutter AND get
some cash.” Related: 9 Mobile Apps That Are Taking Social Entrepreneurship to the Next Level As a market research app, Toluna (available for iOS and Android) stands out in the crowd, because users can get paid in cash using PayPal, and also the app offers rewards for more than just taking surveys -- you can also create your own surveys (e.g.
based on current events, shampoo habits or opinion on latest tech gadget) that can earn you bonus points. Registration is simple, and to get a feel for how you can make the most out of Toluna, you can watch a webinar on ways you can milk the app. (Look for the next webinar in your notifications, on the upper-right-hand side of screen, which tells
you about new surveys available.) The app is rated 3.8 out of 5 stars on iTunes and 3.3 out of 5 stars on Google Play. “Be patient and persevere! I've been here just a bit over a year and it's been wonderful. When you get enough points, go to the rewards center and choose what you like! If you go for cash, I like the PayPal advantage over waiting on a
paper check,” wrote one user on the Toluna community blog. Related: A Step-by-Step Guide To Building Your First Mobile App UserfeelThe Userfeel app (available for iOS and Android) allows you to participate in usability tests, meaning you get paid to visit and explore new websites, perform various simple tasks on the site and offer recorded
feedback and critiques. (There is a helpful video on the website that provides a clear illustration of what is expected.) Each test lasts 10 to 20 minutes, and you're paid $10 a test in cash via PayPal or Payoneer. One of the standout features of this app is that you take an initial “qualifications test,” which records your voice and your screen as you walk
through given tasks. This is a version of what you’ll be doing, but it’s unpaid and meant to not only test whether the app is working, but also to give you a rating by the UserFeel team. The better your rating, the more tests that will be assigned to you. The app scored 3.2 out of 5 on Google Play. One UserFeel reviewer wrote, “I had few issues
uploading my video, but their support team was able to help me recover it, and I got paid for my test. Very easy way to make some extra money. I can’t wait to [do] another test.” Some of the reviews mentioned the app crashing as the user was trying to upload the test video, however the Userfeel support team was responsive in trying to resolve these
issues. Related: To Avoid Distractions and Stay off Facebook, This Entrepreneur Uses a Special App That Limits His Internet Use MuselyMusely (available for iOS and Android) is an online community and marketplace app for eco-friendly beauty and home products, as well as a social platform for women to share and receive healthy lifestyle advice and



tips ranging from parenting to skincare to fitness. On Musely, you can shop for organic, up-and-coming brands and eco-friendly products, such as toxin-free nail polish or all-natural lipstick. The way to earn money on the app is to become a “Muse” (basically an influencer) on the site and create your own store to earn a 20 percent commission on the
sales of the products you recommend. Musely automatically pays out the 1st and the 15th of each month. The app is rated highly on both iTunes (4.7 out of 5) and Google Play (4.2 stars out of 5). One reviewer wrote, “Loads of DIY tips! It's a great app for health, beauty, crafts and much much more! I'm obsessed!” Related: Want 'Right' Swipes on
Your App? Here's How to Make Your App a Star.
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