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The	next	step	is	to	either	import	someone	else's	deck	or	write	your	own.	Why	I	Don't	Like	Physical	Flash	Cards	and	Lists	When	you	look	at	what	some	students	go	through	to	cram	some	vocab	in	their	heads,	it's	no	wonder	most	students	don't	bother.	Your	time	is	probably	better	spent	reviewing	concepts	and	doing	practice	exams.	Students	of	mine
have	memorized	all	400	(well,	there's	actually	405	in	the	deck)	in	as	little	as	2-3	weeks,	15	minutes	per	day.	Definitions	are	as	student-friendly	as	possible	and	each	card	also	includes	the	part	of	speech	and	the	percentage	of	times	the	word	has	shown	up	in	past	released	exams.	No	peeking	at	the	definition	like	you	would	on	a	wordlist.	Good
luck!Regards,Brian	copyright	2002-2022	Brian	R.	Or,	even	easier	(and	possibly	cheaper):	just	go	to	the	College	Board	or	Khan	Academy	website,	download	those	same	10	PDFs	for	free,	and	simply	print	them	out	at	home.		The	drawbacks	to	this	method	are	that	the	pages	will	be	harder	to	organize,	and	that	you	will	incur	printing	and	paper	costs.		
Step	6:	Once	you	begin	studying,	consider	scheduling	some	time	with	me	or	another	private	tutor.	If	you	do	find	the	need	to	learn	more	words,	feel	free	to	search	for	a	shared	deck	that	is	more	comprehensive.	Not	knowing	which	words	to	review.	And	when	you	do	stop,	you	feel	guilty	for	not	studying	more.	If	you're	particularly	ambitious,	you	can
configure	that	setting	to	a	higher	amount	or	review	more	often	than	once	per	day.	In	fact,	it's	so	overwhelming	that	most	students	either	give	up	after	a	certain	point	or	don't	start	at	all.	Then	there's	the	problem	of	going	over	words	you	already	know	but	you're	not	sure	you	know.	Meet	Anki	Anki	is	a	spaced-repetition	software	that	manages	flashcards
and	presents	them	to	you	at	the	optimal	time.	Now	simply	double	click	on	the	downloaded	file	and	the	entire	deck	will	automatically	be	imported	into	Anki.	Nothing	happens	unless	you	study.	That	way,	you're	maximizing	your	time	with	unfamiliar	words	while	still	maintaining	a	connection	with	the	ones	you've	done.	Anki	sets	the	amount	of	words	you
review	each	day	so	you	know	when	to	stop	and	you	won't	feel	guilty	about	it.	While	it	does	takes	repetition	at	regular	intervals	for	our	brains	to	fully	process	and	store	information,	Anki	makes	this	ridiculously	easy.	Words	that	you	already	know	will	show	up	the	least	often	while	words	you	struggle	with	will	show	up	more	frequently.	Tips	I	recommend
placing	Anki	in	your	dock	(Mac	OS)	or	on	your	Desktop	(Windows)	to	make	it	easy	to	review.	As	long	as	you	do	Anki	at	least	once	per	day,	it's	algorithm	will	space	out	old	words	at	certain	times	and	throw	new	words	into	the	mix.	Click	here	to	download	the	anki	deck.	Remember	that	Anki	can	also	be	done	online	through	Ankiweb	and	on	your
smartphone;	decks	can	be	synced	on	all	devices.			Currently	it's	offered	in	October,	January	and	May.		These	are	the	best	three	months	to	take	the	test,	because	otherwise	there	will	no	way	to	review	incorrectly	answered	questions	with	your	tutor	afterward.Step	8:		Take	at	least	2-3	full	practice	tests	in	the	weeks	leading	up	to	the	real	thing	to	make
sure	your	score	is	where	you	need	it	to	be.		Step	9:		On	the	morning	of	the	test,	read	my	SAT	test-day	tips	for	a	final	time.		Step	10:		Repeat	if	necessary.		Most	students	score	highest	the	second	or	third	time	they	take	the	SAT.	After	you've	installed	it,	open	it	up	and	you	should	have	a	blank	slate	with	just	the	"Default"	deck.	Stacks	of	flash	cards
sprawled	out	across	the	desk.	Anki	can	be	used	and	synced	with	any	computer	or	phone,	so	you	have	easy	access	to	your	daily	flashcards	wherever	you	are.	There's	nothing	more	intimidating	than	pages	upon	pages	of	SAT	words	and	their	definitions.	So	let's	download	the	shared	deck	so	that	you	can	get	started	right	away.	The	SAT	will	test	you	on
much	more	but	I've	found	that	400	is	the	perfect	dose	to	get	the	greatest	score	improvement	with	the	least	amount	of	effort.	My	students	have	used	the	other	shared	decks	but	they	are	either	too	overwhelming	(with	thousands	of	words)	or	riddled	with	typos	and	bad	definitions.	Anki	also	makes	it	ridiculously	easy	to	edit	or	add	cards.	Or	thinking	you
know	the	definitions	when	you	really	don't.	Working	with	a	private	tutor	is	the	very	best	way	to	maximize	your	score,	for	a	variety	of	reasons:	1)	You	are	given	personalized	attention,	lessons	tailored	to	fit	your	schedule,	and	the	opportunity	to	discuss	each	question	in-depth	until	you	are	fully	satisfied.		2)	Private	tutors	are	usually	the	best	instructors.	
3)	A	skilled	private	tutor	will	serve	as	a	friend	and	confidant,	hold	you	accountable,	give	you	specific	assignments	and	work	on	any	problem	areas	so	that	all	you	have	to	do	is	put	in	the	effort.			Sign	up	for	the	QAS	service	in	advance	if	you	can--it	costs	extra	but	it's	worth	it.	However,	don't	overpay	for	an	"elite"	class	or	a	score	"guarantee":	these	types
of	classes	are	all	very	similar,	focusing	mostly	on	test	content	and	basic	strategies	for	the	average	student.	First,	check	out	my	free	SAT	e-book,	Master	the	SAT,	and	my	simplified	list	of	recommended	SAT	prep	books	on	Amazon.Then...Step	1:		Take	a	practice	test	to	determine	your	baseline	score.		You	can	find	8	free,	official	practice	SATs,	along	with
answer	explanations,	on	the	College	Board	/	Khan	Academy	websites	(make	sure	to	print	them	out	before	you	take	them).		Or,	simply	buy	the	paper	book	instead.		The	entire	test	—	Reading,	Writing	and	Language,	Math	No	Calculator,	Math	With	Calculator	—	takes	around	3.5	hours,	and	should	be	taken	all	at	once,	if	possible,	or	split	into	a	maximum
of	two	parts.Already	ran	out	of	the	first	10	tests?		You	can	find	PDFs	of	47	official	SATs	and	PSATs	here.		To	learn	more	about	the	new	digital	SAT	that	debuts	in	2023-24,	please	read	this	blog	post.Step	2:		Set	a	score	goal.		My	students'	score	improvements	on	the	new	SAT	(400-1600	scale)	are	about	150-200	points.Step	3:		Start	working	on	the
content	of	the	test.My	Top	11	SAT	Prep	Resources,	Ranked.Vocabulary	-	SAT	Vocab	Capacity	free	e-book	/	Word	Root	List	/	Mnemonic	Videos		(Please	note	that	vocab	is	still	important,	but	less	essential,	on	the	new	SAT.)Math	-	College	Panda	/		A	Guide	to	the	Math	SAT	/		Khan	Academy	/	SAT	Quantum	/	Cliff’s	Notes	Math	Review	for	Standardized
Tests	/		PWN	the	SAT	Math	Guide	/	SAT	Math	Tips	/	This	formula	sheet	and	this	formula	sheet	and	this	blog	post	by	meReading	/	Writing	and	Language	(Grammar)	Sections	-		The	Ultimate	Guide	to	SAT	Reading	(a.k.a.	The	Critical	Reader)	/	The	Ultimate	Guide	to	SAT	Grammar	/	College	Panda	Writing	and	Language	Guide	/	SAT	Writing	Tips	/
Prepositional	Idiom	List	/	Complete	SAT	Grammar	Rules	If	you	are	looking	for	an	online	SAT	self-study	program	that	tracks	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	each	area	of	learning,	then	I	can	recommend	Khan	Academy,	which	is	a	free	service	that	has	partnered	with	the	College	Board	to	provide	online	SAT	drills	and	practice.		Fair	warning:	the
individual	practice	questions	on	Khan	Academy	are	not	official	College	Board	SAT	questions,	but	they	are	similar.		For	additional	help,	consider	a	private	tutor	like	me	who	can	point	you	in	the	right	direction.Step	4:	(only	recommended	for	lower-scoring	students):	take	an	SAT	classroom	course.		These	types	of	classes	can	be	helpful	for	low	scorers
who	need	all	the	time,	practice	and	repetition	they	can	get.	McElroyFounder	and	President,	McElroy	Tutoring	Inc.	First,	you	don't	know	when	to	stop.	A	deck	is	a	stack	of	flashcards.	Simply	talking	about	the	questions	with	your	tutor	helps	aid	your	understanding	of	each	question	and	your	test-taking	strategies.Homework:As	a	general	rule,	students
should	spend	at	least	one	hour	on	homework	for	every	hour	they	spend	with	their	tutor.		The	usual	homework	assignment	is	3-4	sections	from	the	book	(approximately	1.5	hours),	working	from	the	front	to	the	back.			Students	should	time	themselves,	and	mark	the	question	where	they	run	out	of	time,	but	continue	working	past	the	time	limit	if
necessary.		Full	practice	tests	should	also	be	taken	periodically,	at	the	discretion	of	the	tutor.		The	goal	is	to	eventually	complete	all	8	tests	in	the	book,	and	possibly	more.HOW	TO	GRADE	TESTS	AND	HOMEWORK:				Either	don't	grade	your	homework	and	just	let	your	tutor	grade	it	for	you,	or	grade	it	yourself	(the	answers	are	in	the	back),	but	please
do	not	indicate	the	correct	answers	anywhere	on	the	test.When	re-trying	questions	previously	answered	incorrectly,	it	is	best	not	to	know	the	correct	answer	—	or	even	one's	previous	answer	—	beforehand.		This	is	known	as	the	"blind	review"	method,	and	is	where	the	second,	blank	copy	of	the	book	comes	in.Step	7:	If	you	haven't	done	so	already,
then	register	for	the	SAT.		The	SAT	is	administered	7	times	a	year,	on	varying	days:		October,	November,	December,	January,	March,	May,	and	June.Three	times	a	year,	the	SAT	offers	what's	called	the	Question	and	Answer	service	(QAS),	which	allows	you	to	view	the	actual	test	questions	as	well	your	answers	(you	will	be	mailed	a	physical	copy	of	the
test	booklet	about	5-6	weeks	after	the	test).	It's	also	probably	the	single	most	painful	thing	to	do	when	studying	for	the	SAT's.	Luckily	for	you,	I	have	made	a	free	deck	for	everyone	containing	the	top	400	words	(using	an	outside	analysis	of	over	60	released	exams).	Sorry,	there	just	isn't	a	way	to	just	look	at	a	word	once	and	remember	it	forever.	email:
mcelroy@post.harvard.eduToll-Free:	1-866-584-TUTOR	(8886),	x	4Direct	(Call	or	Text):	619-889-2935www.McElroyTutoring.com	Back	to	Blog	Home	If	you've	read	this	previous	post,	you	should	know	that	the	single	most	important	thing	required	to	do	well	on	critical	reading	is	to	memorize	vocabulary.			You	may	meet	with	me	for	anywhere	from	30
minutes	to	100	hours,	but	most	students	need	at	least	15-25	hours	for	a	full	preparation.			I	recommend	scheduling	a	15-minute	phone	consultation	with	before	the	first	lesson,	to	discuss	timelines,	scheduling,	and	the	unique	needs	of	the	student(s).	Instead,	save	your	money	for	a	qualified	private	tutor	later	on	in	the	process.		In	addition,	the	so-called
guarantees	are	usually	full	of	fine	print,	so	it's	quite	difficult	to	actually	get	your	money	back,	even	if	you	feel	that	you	should	qualify.		Step	5:		If	you	haven't	done	so	already,	buy	2	copies	of	the	Official	SAT	Study	Guide	(I	recommend	keeping	a	second,	blank	copy	for	the	purpose	of	reviewing	questions	without	bias),	and	buy	a	good	graphing	calculator
if	you	don't	have	one	already.	Numerous	research	studies	have	found	that	the	best	way	to	remember	something	is	to	regularly	encounter	it	just	as	you're	about	to	forget	it.	By	default,	Anki	starts	you	off	with	20	words	each	session,	but	you	can	easily	adjust	this	number	in	the	options.	Anki's	flashcards	force	you	to	be	honest	with	yourself.	The	important
thing	is	to	make	it	a	habit	to	review	the	words.	Fortunately,	there's	a	free	program	that	solves	all	those	problems	and	makes	the	whole	process	of	memorizing	things	as	painless	as	possible.	You	may	also	find	helpful	information	in	my	Grades	9-12	document.	Getting	Started	First,	download	Anki	for	your	computer	at	Install	the	program	onto	your
computer.	Sure,	memorizing	thousands	of	words	is	ultimately	better,	but	the	returns	would	be	less	and	less.	Either	you	can	recite	the	definition	or	you	can't.	There	are	several	things	that	make	stacks	of	flash	cards	and	gigantic	lists	extremely	ineffective.	Forgetting	the	ones	you	did	a	week	ago...	Wasting	time	flipping	through	words	you	already	know.
That's	it!	You're	now	ready	to	start	reviewing.	400	SAT	Words	Why	400	words?	It's	based	on	a	complex	algorithm	that	gets	closer	and	closer	to	timing	your	brain's	memory	based	on	your	responses.

6/5/2022	·	Get	up	to	the	minute	entertainment	news,	celebrity	interviews,	celeb	videos,	photos,	movies,	TV,	music	news	and	pop	culture	on	ABCNews.com.	Essay	Fountain:	A	custom	essay	writing	service	that	sells	original	assignment	help	services	to	students.	We	provide	essay	writing	services,	other	custom	assignment	help	services,	and	research
materials	for	references	purposes	only.	Students	should	ensure	that	they	reference	the	materials	obtained	from	our	website	appropriately.
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